




















Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) – Assists in implementing long-term hazard mitigation 

planning and projects following a Presidential major disaster declaration.  Types of activities under 

HMGP: 

 

 Acquisition of hazard prone homes and businesses which enable owners to relocate to safer 

areas (acquisition) 

 Protecting homes and businesses with permanent barriers to prevent floodwater from entering 

(levees, floodwalls, floodproofing) 

 Elevating structures above known flood levels to prevent and reduce losses (elevation) 

 Reconstructing a damaged dwelling on an elevated foundation to prevent and reduce future 

flood losses  

 Structural retrofits to make a building more resistant to floods, earthquakes, wind, wildfire and 

other natural hazards  

 Retrofits to utilities and other infrastructure to enhance resistance to natural hazards (utility 

retrofits) 

 Construction of safe rooms for both communities and individual residences in areas prone to 

hurricane and tornado activity 

 Slope stabilization projects to prevent and reduce losses to structures  

 Drainage improvement projects to reduce flooding (flood risk reduction projects) 

 Post-disaster code enforcement 

 Developing and adopting hazard mitigation plans, which are required for state, local, tribal and 

territorial governments to receive funding for their hazard mitigation projects 

 

Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) Program – Provides funds for planning and projects to reduce or 

eliminate risk of flood damage to buildings that are insured annually under the National Flood Insurance 

Program (NFIP). Additionally, FEMA chooses recipients based on the applicant’s ranking of the project 

and the eligibility and cost-effectiveness of the project.  FEMA also requires state, local, tribal and 

territorial governments to develop and adopt hazard mitigation plans as a condition for receiving certain 

types of non-emergency disaster assistance, including funding for hazard mitigation assistance projects. 

*Structures identified in the subapplication must have an NFIP policy in effect at the FMA application 

start date and must maintain it through completion of the mitigation activity and for the life of the 

structure. 

Building Resilient Infrastructure & Communities (BRIC) – BRIC is a new FEMA pre-disaster hazard 

mitigation program that replaces the existing Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM) program.  Support for 

states, local communities, tribes and territories as they undertake hazard mitigation projects, reducing 

the risks they face from disasters and natural hazards.  Pre-Award Costs are allowed only if the project is 

deemed eligible and awarded – Project development costs can be incurred before the application period 

– project implementation costs can only be incurred after project award.  Can be used for: 

 Technical Assistance 

 Capability and capacity building 

 Mitigation Projects 

 Management Costs 

If the mitigation project is located in a Special Flood Hazard Area, it must meet both of the following 

conditions:    1.  The project is in a jurisdiction participating in the National Flood Insurance Program that 

is not on probation, suspended, or withdrawn.  2.  The property owner obtains and maintains flood 

insurance for the life of the structure, regardless of transfer of ownership, in an amount at least equal to 

the project cost or to the maximum limit of coverage made available with respect to the mitigated 

property, whichever is less. 



Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM) Program – Has been replaced by BRIC.  Provided funds annually for 

hazard mitigation planning and projects. 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) – An entitlement program which provides annual funding 

to designated municipalities, and also Competitive program is available to all municipalities that are not 

direct federal recipients of CDBG funds and state Act 179 entitlement municipalities with a population 

less than 10,000.  Seventy percent of each entitlement grant must be used for activities that benefit low- 

and moderate-income persons. Various types of projects, however, priority is given to the following 

types of projects: 

 Water and Sewer Infrastructure Projects 

 Impactful neighborhood streetscapes 

 Slum/blight removal for community revitalization 

 Resiliency projects 

Community Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) – Currently:  Grants for federally 

designated disaster areas impacted by Tropical Storm Lee and Hurricane Irene.  Types of uses:  Housing 

rehabilitation, homebuyer assistance, housing development and other housing-related activities, 

infrastructure improvements, economic development and planning and technical assistance activities.  

Fifty percent of the grant funding must be used for activities that benefit low- and moderate-income 

persons.  Eighty percent of the funds must be targeted to the following counties and municipalities 

within those counties — (priority given to) Luzerne, Bradford, Dauphin, Columbia and Wyoming. 

Community Development Block Grant – Mitigation (CDBG-MIT) – Funds pose a unique opportunity for 

eligible grantees to use this assistance in areas impacted by recent disasters to carry out strategic and 

high-impact activities to mitigate disaster risks and reduce future losses. Congress appropriated $12 

billion in CDBG funds in February 2018 specifically for mitigation activities for qualifying disasters in 

2015, 2016, and 2017, and HUD was able to allocate an additional $3.9 billion, bringing the amount 

available for mitigation to nearly $16 billion.  HUD’s Federal Register Notice includes the following: 

 Meet the definition of a mitigation activity; 

 Address current and future risks as identified in the grantee’s mitigation needs assessment of 

most impacted and distressed (MID) areas; 

 Be CDBG-eligible activities or otherwise eligible pursuant to a waiver or alternative requirement; 

 Meet a national objective, including additional criteria for mitigation activities and covered 

projects 

 

Flood Mitigation Program (FMP) – Overview: Act 13 of 2012 establishes the Marcellus Legacy Fund and 

allocates funds to the Commonwealth Financing Authority (the “Authority”) for funding statewide 

initiatives to assist with flood mitigation projects.  Grants shall not exceed $500,000 for any project. A 

15% match of the total project cost is required.  Funds may be used by the applicant to pay for any of 

the following project costs: 

 

 Acquisition of land, rights-of-way, and easements necessary to construct an eligible project. 

 Engineering studies required for levee certification and Hydrologic Engineering Center’s River 

Analysis System (HEC-RAS) studies. 

 Construction, improvement, expansion, repair, or rehabilitation of flood control projects. 

Construction contingencies are limited to 5% of the actual construction costs. 

 Debris removal. 

 Installation of security measures. 



 Construction engineering costs/inspections costs. Maximum of 10% of the grant award. 

 Permit fees. 

 Costs to secure appropriate bonds and insurance. 

 Administrative costs of the applicant necessary to administer the grant. Administrative costs will 

include advertising, legal, and audit costs as well as documented staff expenses. Administrative 

costs shall not exceed 2% of the grant. Ineligible costs include but are not limited to public 

relations, outreach, communications, lobbying, litigation, fees for securing other financing, 

interest on borrowed funds, application preparation fees and other costs incurred prior to the 

approval of grant funds.   

 

PA Small Water and Sewer – Grants for small water, sewer, storm sewer, and flood control 

infrastructure projects.  Activities to assist with the construction, improvement, expansion, or 

rehabilitation or repair of a water supply system, sanitary sewer system, storm sewer system, or flood 

control projects.  Eligible projects are those which have a total project cost of not less than $30,000 and 

not more than $500,000. 

 

US Army Corps of Engineers (USACOE) – Provided planning assistance to states for “all things water”.  

Types of projects: 

 Planning Assistance: 

o Flood risk assessments 

o Nonstructural flood proofing assessments 

o Stream and wetland assessments 

o Sewer infrastructure inventories and databases 

o Watershed planning 

o GIS mapping,  

o Water supply demands. 

 Floodplain Management Services: 

o Nonstructural flood proofing assessments 

o Flood inundation tools and mapping 

o Risk communication 

o Flood risk assessments 

o Mitigation planning 

o Post-flood documentation 

o Emergency table top exercises 

o Flood preparedness and more 

Silver Jackets (part of USACOE) – Purpose: State-led, interagency federal, state and local team focused 

on sharing knowledge and collaborating on projects to reduce flood risk and enhance response and 

recovery.  Types of Projects: 

 Nonstructural flood proofing assessments 

 Flood inundation tools and mapping 

 Flood risk communication 

 Flood risk assessments 

 Mitigation planning 

 Emergency table top exercises and more 
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